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Change of Management of the Wiener Symphoniker at the end of 2019 

Managing Director Johannes Neubert will leave the Wiener Symphoniker after nine years at the end of 
2019.  

“After nine successful years with the Wiener Symphoniker, the time has come for new challenges”, 
Johannes Neubert explained his decision. “I will, of course, be leaving with some sadness but I also believe I 
am leaving behind an orchestra which is in very good shape and has a highly promising future. I am very 
grateful I have been able to take part in this great development together with the members of the Orchestra, 
with our Music Director, our board and all the other employees of the Wiener Symphoniker.” 

Thomas Schindl, Chairman of the Orchestra’s Board, further added: “The musicians of the Wiener 
Symphoniker would also like to thank Johannes Neubert for his immense commitment and his 
irreplaceable contribution to the extremely positive development of the Orchestra over the last years.”  

Veronica Kaup-Hasler, Vienna’s City Councillor for Culture and Science, commented on this decision: 
“We deeply regret but also respect this personal decision. Johannes Neubert has played a key role in 
ensuring Vienna is internationally envied for its municipal orchestra, the Wiener Symphoniker. It was 
under the aegis of Mr Neubert that Philippe Jordan was appointed as Music Director (as well as his 
designated successor, Andrés Orozco-Estrada) and the related artistic flights in the recent past took place, 
such as the highly acclaimed Beethoven cycle of the Orchestra, or the Berlioz project of the current season. 
Mr Neubert also undertook important reform steps, such as negotiating a new collective agreement for the 
Orchestra, in order to secure its long-term future, and led the Orchestra into equal partnerships with 
Vienna concert halls. Furthermore, the Wiener Symphoniker are the main orchestra of the Theatre by the 
River Wien. We will now be vigorously working on arranging for his succession.” 

Johannes Neubert was born in Jena, Germany, and studied flute at the Conservatoires in Leipzig and Berlin 
between 1987 and 1992. After graduating and a short period of employment as a flutist with the Berlin 
Symphony Orchestra, now the Konzerthausorchester Berlin, he studied cultural management in Hamburg 
and Berlin. After positions at the English National Opera in London, the Austrian Musical Youth 
(Jeunesse) in Vienna and as personal assistant to Christoph Lieben-Seutter at the Wiener Konzerthaus, 
Neubert served as Artistic Director of the Tonkünstler Orchestra of Lower Austria between 2002 and 2010. 
In addition, between 2005 and 2010, he was also Managing Director of the Grafenegg Festival, which he 
had co-founded. Since the beginning of 2011, he has been Managing Director of the W9iner Symphoniker. 


